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Dear Huw 

Thank you for your letter of 12
th

 September.  Meeting the criteria demanded by the Memorandum 

of Understanding would, we believe, not be in the best interests of Scottish interpreters or the deaf 

people they seek to serve. It is disappointing to note that the only role you can accept for SASLI is as 

a membership body.  

As you are aware SASLI’s role as a registration body in Scotland dates back to a time when there 

were few qualifications available to help determine who should or should not be registered. SASLI 

pioneered the use of a range of methods to determine when an interpreter should be registered.  In 

the interests of clarity we now offer registration very much in line with NRCPD criteria, but require 

an additional interview.  There is no reason, apart from NRCPD board’s decision, why we could not 

register interpreters separately and respect each other’s registration.   

It remains the opinion of the SASLI board that there is much to be gained from NRCPD and SASLI 

working together rather than in competition.  This is a small profession, and it is difficult to see how 

all the current separate organisations offering regulation, registration and membership services will 

become or remain financially viable.  We understand that for NRCPD, as you seek to make the leap 

to financial independence, it is simply good business to become the only registration and regulation 

body. However, as you are already aware, SASLI believes the current Scottish model is much more 

sustainable longer term.     

We are committed to ensuring Scottish interpreters meet NOS and also to raising standards across 

the interpreting profession. We will offer Scottish interpreters a future in which CPD will play a 

major role in ensuring standards are met and improved. We believe that, nationally, this is the only 

sustainable way forward. 

As you know we have made sure Scottish interpreters are aware of the grandfather offer available to 

them and will encourage them to view this offer in the way it is intended.  It is our intention to 

continue to work in cooperation with NRCPD wherever possible.  This, to SASLI, is the only sensible 

way forward. I hope you might be in agreement. 

Yours faithfully  Neil Cleland, Chairperson, SASLI 


