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Dear Elvire 
 
Below is the response from Huw Vaughan Thomas to your email which was 
considered by board members at yesterday’s board meeting.  In line with our 
publications scheme we will publish your email and NRCPD’s response on the 
NRCPD website towards the end of this week. 
 
Regards 
Angela  
 
 
Dear Elvire 

 

Thank you for your email dated 7 February 2014. I value your contribution as a 

standards advisor and thank you for writing to us about your concerns. Your 

comments are relevant and helpful as it is important to take into account collective 

views in order to continue raising our standards and to persist with efforts to achieve 

statutory regulation.  

 

Value for registrants is a key consideration for the board.  This, coupled with public 

protection, is the driving force for this consultation process.  In pursuing the ultimate 

goal of statutory regulation we are seeking to strengthen the requirement that only 

regulated Communication Professionals are used. The board is conscious that the 

monitoring of CPD is a concern. We want to raise standards across the professions.  

This includes making sure that CPD is relevant, effective, and is assessed 

appropriately. At its March 2014 meeting the board approved for the CPD audit to go 

ahead.  We aim to carry out a CPD audit for the 2013 calendar year within the next 

two months. We would value your input on this as a member of the CPD audit panel 

and will contact you on availability and timing shortly. Please note that a small 

honorarium is paid plus expenses, for work carried out by standards advisors. 

 

We remain committed to improving our communication. One recent action was to 

change the composition of the NRCPD Board to better reflect the views of all 

stakeholders.  We plan to have an even split of users, registrants and regulators, 

with 3 representatives of each.  As an interim measure, David Wolfenden, Gill Croft 

and Stuart Anderson have agreed to be co-opted on the NRCPD Board to represent 

registrant interests. 

 

We apologise for the confusion that arose from the survey which was placed on the 

website.  This is not being carried out by Signature or NRCPD.  It is a survey of 



communication professionals, being run by the Access to English (ACE) group.  We 

are promoting it to raise awareness, and have now clarified this on the website. 

 

Your suggestion of “genuine consultation” resonates with the process we have 

followed and with our ongoing discussions with different stakeholder groups.  

 

We are also committed to using plain language in all of our future communications.  

Again, I would like to thank you for your comments and ask you to engage with us 

further.  With your help, we can make sure that this change reflects exactly what the 

public and professions need from NRCPD.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Huw Vaughan Thomas 

NRCPD Chair 

 
 


