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24 April 2014 

Katie Fenwick 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Katie 

Thank you for your letter dated 11 April 2014. I am pleased to hear you have renewed your 

registration. 

In addition to being registered with NRCPD, are you a member of a professional 

association, such as ASLI or VLP? As we consult and work with them directly, 

membership with one or another will help you engage with the strengthening registration 

process. 

A key difference between NRCPD and the professional associations is that professional 

associations represent the views of their members. NRCPD’s mission however, is to 

protect the deaf and Deafblind people who use the services of registered communication 

professionals.  

It is with public protection in mind that the Board makes its decisions. The Board has 

responsibility for standards, policies and procedures and has the final say. 

The Board definitely wants its decisions to be informed. That is why it consults those who 

have an interest. Also, members of the Board are chosen based on their expertise. They 

have experience of regulation, developing policies and standards, the d/Deaf world and 

more. 

However, sometimes they need extra information or advice. That’s where the Professional 

Standards Advisers come in. Their role is to provide that information or advice, but they 

have no role in decision making. 

All meeting papers are available on the NRCPD website so anyone can see what has 

been discussed and what decisions have been taken. That includes any advice or 

guidance given by an adviser. 

http://www.nrcpd.org.uk/published_information.php


 

Registrants are also told about and consulted on NRCPD matters through the 

Practitioner’s Forum. It is made up of representatives of each professional association and 

a Deafblind professional representative. 

We will continue to consult registrants and other practitioners through the Forum and the 

professional associations. We also welcome comments and feedback from anyone with an 

interest in strengthening regulation, so please feel free to send yours to us. 

 We are not planning a conference, but members of the Board will be speaking at the ASLI 

conference in September. I am sure the future of registration will be a key topic for 

discussion. 

The Board then plans to publish specific proposals for further consultation. As I said 

above, it is the Board that has responsibility for NRCPD so it is the Board that will make 

the final decision. But I hope what I have said in this letter reassures you that it will be 

informed by the views of everyone involved. 

Finally, a breakdown of the 2013/14 development budget is not available. It has mainly 

been spent on consultation activity, for revising policies and procedures, and BSL 

translations for the website. 

Again, I am pleased you have renewed your registration and will be involved in the 

discussions. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 
Janice Spalding 
On behalf of NRCPD Board 


