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12 September 2012 

Neil Cleland 
Chairperson 
Scottish Association of 
 Sign Language Interpreters 
Central Chambers 
Suite 196, 2nd Floor 
93 Hope Street 
Glasgow  G2 4LD 
 

Dear Neil 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 14 August 2012. There is as you know a distinct difference 

between our roles; NRCPD’s being that of a regulator in the public interest, whereas SASLI 

attempts the difficult task of both representing and regulating its members. Good practice 

from other professional regulation points to this being an unsustainable model. However that 

said, we share an aim of ensuring that untrained practitioners should not be able to work as 

interpreters. 

 

My Board is indeed very aware of SASLI’s contribution. We have established very strong 

working relationships with other associations of communication professionals who work with 

deaf and deafblind people. A solid memorandum of understanding with clearly defined roles 

and responsibilities is the cornerstone of each of those relationships. I attach a copy of the 

document and invite your board to consider it. If we can reach a similar understanding with 

SASLI, this would be a strong and positive step toward making sure interpreters in Scotland 

can be properly represented and the wellbeing and interests of the deaf people whom they 

serve effectively safeguarded. 

 

Though you do not refer to it in your letter, SASLI did approach NRCPD in July 2011 with a 

proposal that sat outside our policy and precedent, so regretfully, we were unable to agree. 

(As I believe that exchange predated your appointment as chairperson, I have included 

copies of the SASLI Proposal and the NRCPD response for ease of reference.) 

 

http://www.nrcpd.org.uk/documents/published_information/Letter_from_SASLI_August2012.pdf
http://www.nrcpd.org.uk/documents/governance/Practioner_TOR_MOU.pdf
http://www.nrcpd.org.uk/documents/published_information/Proposal_from_SASLI_2011.pdf
http://www.nrcpd.org.uk/documents/published_information/Response_to_SASLI_Proposal_2011.pdf
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Since then NRCPD has, at the request of the University itself, developed a one-off scheme 

that allows holders of the Heriot-Watt University of Edinburgh Certificate or Graduate 

Diploma in Interpreting Studies & Skills (BSL/English) the opportunity to participate actively 

in the regulated professional environment NRCPD provides across the UK. 

 

The scheme was developed in consultation with stakeholders including professionals, 

service users and purchasers, and should achieve a much clearer situation for purchasers of 

interpreter services. The skeleton and principles of the scheme were covered by Paul 

Parsons and Drena O’Malley during their informal exchanges and we have discussed it with 

other key stakeholders, including relevant officials at the Scottish Government. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Huw Vaughan Thomas 
Chair 
 
 

http://www.nrcpd.org.uk/documents/published_information/Letter_from_HeriotWatt_March2012.pdf
http://www.nrcpd.org.uk/documents/published_information/Update_letter_to_Heriot_Watt_Jul2012.pdf

